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Senator Ed Markey introduces resolution to encourage immediate
government response for ME/CFS
~Second Annual Advocacy Day increases awareness of disease that devastates
2.5 million Americans
WASHINGTON D.C. – The Solve ME/CFS Initiative (SMCI) announced Tuesday that 102 people with
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS) and their loved ones rallied together in
the largest Capitol Hill action for the disease to date. Advocates from across the country called for action
and funding for ME/CFS research as part of the second annual ME/CFS Advocacy Day. Throughout the
day the patients, caregivers, SMCI staff and board members met with 122 congressional offices.
Actress Amy Carlson (Blue Bloods) and Congressman Gus Bilirakis of Florida joined the event addressing
participants during a Capitol Hill reception concluding the second annual ME/CFS Advocacy Day.
In conjunction with the event, Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts introduced a tri-partisan Senate
resolution (S. Res 508) to raise awareness and encourage more immediate government response for
ME/CFS. The resolution is co-sponsored by Senator Angus King (I) of Maine, Senator Susan Collins (R),
Senator Diane Feinstein (D) of California and Senator Chris Van Hollen (D) of Maryland and the result of
a collaborative partnership between Solve ME/CFS Initiative, #MEAction and the Massachusetts
CFIDS/ME & FM Association.
“ME/CFS has been in the shadows for too long,” said Senator Markey. “Our resolution is just one step to
help shine light on this condition and what we can collectively do to help improve the quality of life of
those impacted.”
SMCI also announced that Congressman Paul Gosar (R) of Arizona and Congressman Dwight Evans (D) of
Pennsylvania have submitted a request for a hearing on ME/CFS. The request calls for the Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Health to hold a hearing to examine the ME/CFS clinical care crisis and
review federal agency efforts to combat this urgent health crisis.
“Too many have already died. Too many are turning to suicide, feeling there is no way out of their
nightmare. Too many suffer in silence with little hope. It’s time to change this,” stated Carol Head,
President and CEO of the Solve ME/CFS Initiative and person with ME/CFS.
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This second annual ME/CFS Advocacy Day follows over 300 global visibility actions on May 12, 2018,
which is nationally observed as ME/CFS International Awareness Day, as part of the Millions Missing
campaign sponsored by #MEAction.
ABOUT THE DISEASE:
ME/CFS is a chronic, complex, multi-systemic disease that profoundly limits the health and productivity
of patients. The disease affects as many as 2.5 million Americans and nearly 20 million people
worldwide. The causes of ME/CFS are still unknown and there are no FDA-approved drugs or treatments
for the disease. There is currently no cure.
ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS:
The Solve ME/CFS Initiative is a leading national non-profit organization solely dedicated to solving
ME/CFS. We are committed to making ME/CFS understood, diagnosable, and treatable. SMCI works to
accelerate the discovery of safe and effective treatments, strives for an aggressive expansion of funding
for research that will lead to a cure, and seeks to engage the entire ME/CFS community. To learn more,
visit our website at www.solveCFS.org.
#MEAction is a global, grassroots advocacy network fighting for ME health equality.
Massachusetts CFIDS/ME & FM Association is the longest running state advocacy organization dedicated
to people with ME/CFS.
Photos, videos and additional information are available in the ME/CFS Advocacy Day Press Kit at
www.dropbox.com/sh/n576no1979oef1f/AADpge3OQt30ZWG_oGJzRGT6a?dl=0
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